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an identification generator for generating a chronological 
indicator comprising a timestamp to associate with, and to 
identify, each data\unit; 

a stream generator: (1) for including each data unit in a 
persistent main streamy the main stream arranged according to the 
respective timestamp iA. the associated chronological indicator; 
(2) for selecting datA units only from the main stream for 
inclusion in at least one substream, the data units in each 
substream arranged according to the respective timestamp in the 
associated chronological indicator; and (3) for combining at 
least two streams into a merged stream such that the data units 
are arranged in the merged stream according to the respective 
timestamp in the associated c^orro3\ogical indicator. ^ 

Ml4. (New) A computer systenfl WnTchT^jrganizes each data unit 
received by or generated by the aomputer system comprising: 

an identification generate^ fpi^generating a chronological 
indicator comprising a timestkjapX to associate with, and to 
identify, each data unit; \ 

a stream generator for: (1) including each data unit in a 
persistent main stream, the main stream arranged according to the 
respective timestamp in the associated chronological indicator; 
and (2) for selecting data units only\from the main stream for 
inclusion in at least one substream, \the data units in each 
substream arranged according to the respective timestamp in the 
associated chronological indicator; and \ 

an envelope generator for generating! a data unit including 
the substream \/A \ 



15 . (New) A first computer system which \organizes each data 
unit received by or generated by the fir^t computer system 
comprising : 

an identification generator for generating a chronological 
indicator comprising a timestamp to associate with, and to 
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identify, eacmdata unit; 

a stream cfenerator for: (1) including each data unit in a 
persistent main Stream, the main stream arranged according to the 
respective timestWip in the associated chronological indicator; 
and (2) for selecting data units only from the main stream for 
inclusion in at le^ast one substream, the data units in each 
substream arranged according to the respective timestamp in the 
associated chronological indicator; such that the first .computer 
system provides streams for a second computer system. y-J 



116. (New) A computerX system which organizes each data unit 
received by or generated\by the computer system comprising: 



an identification ge 
indicator comprising a 
identify, each data unit; 

a stream generator f 
persistent main stream, 
respective timestamp in t 
and (2) for selecting data 
inclusion in at least one 



the\ 



ior for generating a chronological 
me^tamp to associate with, and to 

(l/f including each data unit in a 
.n stream arranged according to the 
sociated chronological indicator, 
un^ts only from the main stream for 
sutostream, the data units in the 
substream arranged according to\the respective timestamp in the 
associated chronological indicator; and 

a display for presenting representations of a plurality of 
data units of a stream, each representation comprising a polygon 
displaying an abbreviated version o% the content of the data unit 
such that each selected representation includes indicia 
indicating a status of the data\^mi\.^ 



compris 



(New) A computer system as in cl^i^n 16, wherein the indicia 
fiprises : 

a border color for the polygon corresponding to the status 
of the data uni 
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[18. (New) A compter system as in clainv 16, wherein the display 
farther comprises : 

a density indicator indicating by an intensity of color a 
relative number of dafi^a units having a timestamp within a range 
of times . £^ 



119. (New) A computer ^system which organizes each data unit 
received by or generated Joy the computer system comprising: 

an identification generator for generating a chronological 
indicator comprising a timestamp to associate with, and to 
identify, each data unit; 

a stream generator for:\(l) including each data unit in a 
persistent main stream, the main stream arranged according to the 
respective timestamp in the associated chronological indicator, 
and (2) for selecting data unitjpo^ly from the main stream for 
inclusion in at least one suj 
substream arranged according tc 
associated chronological indica^o: 

a display for presenting re^ 
substreams, each representatiop^comi 
an abbreviated version of the content 

the selected representations are embedded to allow direct access 
to the respective substream.-/^ 

|/^20. (New) A computer system which organizes each data unit 
received by or generated by the computeiA system comprising: 

an identification generator for generating a chronological 
indicator comprising a timestamp to associate with, and to 
identify, each data unit; 

a stream generator for: (1) including\ each data unit in a 
persistent main stream, the main stream arranged according to the 
respective timestamp in the associated chronological indicator, 
and (2) for selecting data units only from t\ie main stream for 
inclusion in at least one substream, the d^ta units in the 



:am, the data units in the 
ipective timestamp in the 
fnd 

[entations of a plurality of 
ising a polygon displaying 
>f the substream, such that 
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substream arranged according to the respective timestamp in the 
associated chronological indicator; and 

a display far presenting representations of a plurality of 
data units of a stream arranged in a first chronological order, 
each representation displaying an abbreviated version of the 
content of the data\unit; and 

a reverser f<yr causing the display to present the 
representations in a reverse chronological order . ^ 



n 



21. (New) A method wh\ch organizes each data unit received by 
or generated by a computer system comprising the steps of: 

generating a chronological indicator comprising a timestamp 
to associate with, and to Vdentify, each data unit; 

generating a persistent main stream arranged according to 
the respective timestamp \in the associated chronological 
indicator; 

selecting data units on 
in at least one substream, 
arranged according to the resflec^fve 
chronological indicator; a, 

combining at least two streams 
that the data units are arranged i 
to the respective timestamp in 
indicator, -l/j 



the main stream for inclusion 
ta units in each substream 
timestamp in the associated 



into a merged stream such 
the merged stream according 
e associated chronological 



12. (New) A method which organizes ekch data unit received by 
or generated by a computer system comprising the steps of: 

generating a chronological indicator comprising a timestamp 
to associate with, and to identify, eacmdata unit; 

generating a persistent main stream \arranged according to 
the respective timestamp in the associated chronological 
indicator ; 

selecting data units only from the main Stream for inclusion 
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in at least on® substream, the data units in each substream 
arranged accordirrg to the respective timestamp in the associated 
chronological indicator; and 

generating a cdata unit including the substream. 

. (New) A method^rtiich organizes each data unit received by 
or generated by a first computer system comprising the steps of: 

generating a chrorrological indicator comprising a timestamp 
to associate with, and Vo identify, each data unit; 

generating a persistent main stream arranged according to 
the respective timestairip in the associated chronological 
indicator; \ 

selecting data units only from the main stream for inclusion 
in at least one substreamAMTs data units in each substream 
arranged according to the resfoectlive timestamp in the associated 
chronological indicator; and V/^ — ^ 

providing streams for al sVcoi^a computer system, -j^ 

^24. (New) A method which<^5rgan\zes each data unit received by 
or generated by a computer systerA comprising the steps of: 

generating a chronological indicator comprising a timestamp 
to associate with, and to identify A each data unit; 

generating a persistent main stream arranged according to 
the respective timestamp in the \associated chronological 
indicator; \ 

selecting data units only from the Vnain stream for inclusion 
in at least one substream, the data miits in each substream 
arranged according to the respective timestamp in the associated 
chronological indicator; and \ 

displaying representations of a plurality of data units of 
a stream, each representation comprising a polygon displaying an 
abbreviated version of the content of the data unit such that 
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each selecteck representation includes indicia indicating a status 
of the data ur^Lt . |^ 



-25. (New) A computer system as in clarm 24, further comprising 
the step of : 

indicating bV an intensity of color in an indicator a 
relative number of \data units having a timestamp within a range 
of times . 

^26. (New) A method Which organizes each data unit received by 
or generated by a computer system comprising the steps of: 

generating a chronological indicator comprising a timestamp 
to associate with, andy£o\ identify , each data unit; 

generating a persistant main stream arranged according to 
the respective time ^tpffq^-^ in the associated chronological 
indicator; 

selecting data una\tsV<5nly from the main stream for inclusion 
in at least one sub^eam, the data units in each substream 
arranged according to the Respective timestamp in the associated 
chronological indicator; and 

presenting representations of a plurality of substreams; 
each representation comprising a polygon displaying an 
abbreviated version of the content of the substream, the selected 
representations being embedded in a display to allow direct 
access to the respective subsiream.^) 



27. (New) A method which N^rgamizes each data unit received by 
or generated by a computer system comprising the steps of : 

generating a chronologicajNJLndicator comprising a timestamp 
to associate with, and to identttfS^T) each data unit; 

generating a persistent majiJb^fetream arranged according to 
the respective timestamp in phe\associated chronological 
indicator; 
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selecting data units onJS 
in at least one substream, 



from the main stream for inclusion 
S^he data units in each substream 
timestamp in the associated 



arranged according to the respe 
chronological indicator; and 

presenting representations 
a stream arranged in a fir 
representation displaying an abb} 
of the data unit; and 

presenting the representations in\a reverse chrnonological 

order 



lurality of data units of 
ronological order, each 
ted version of the content 



■ft 



